Thesis Statement Exercise:
Due: 5/8/2012

Purpose: practice reading prompts and quick analysis and planning; practice writing thesis statements

Directions for each prompt:

Read the prompt carefully. If answering a synthesis question, read or skim all of the sources also. Write a thesis statement, after which list three topic ideas that will support your thesis. Give yourself no more than 15 minutes per prompt. You do not have to write the essays. 
Prompts:
Use the Cliffs English Lang and Comp practice book pg 90-98

Write thesis statements and short plans for each prompt (see directions above)

· Question 1: Synthesis Question, pg 90-96
· Question 2: ____________________________ pg 97

· Type of question

· Question 3: ____________________________ pg 98

                                              
 Type of question

Thesis statement suggestions (from other AP Lang instructors and readers/graders):

· There is no hard and fast rule about placement. The point here for "writing on demand" essays is to have a point and get to it quickly, allowing the writer then to spend the greatest time on development of substantiating evidence for that point.  
· A long windup before the pitch is antithetical to producing an essay under strict time constraints.  
· For timed essays:  get to the point (thesis) quickly.  
· For literary, untimed essays:  put the thesis wherever it makes sense -- sometimes, as in the inductive essay, it even comes in the last paragraph.

· The bottom line, I suspect, is to show whether the writer has ANY clue where they're headed.

· My simple tip for my students is to skip a few lines and then write their thesis statement. Then go ahead and write their essays, complete with a cohesive and effective conclusion. Then, if they feel they have a little time at the end of the allotted time for their essays, they can go back and, if they have a good intro idea, add an introduction that leads to the thesis.
How to Write a Thesis Statement:

Once you’ve chosen a topic, you need to decide what you’re going to say about it. Remember the working thesis should have two parts: the topic itself and your comment on the topic. You can make the thesis more explicit later, but for now, get the basics down. For example: “The use of public school vouchers by the states should not only be allowed but encouraged by the federal government.” Note that the chosen topic is at the first of the sentence, and what the writer wants to say about it is at the end. This working thesis is enough to get you started. You can begin researching and reading about the topic, gaining information to support the above claim
An explicit thesis statement When your research is underway, you can make the thesis statement more explicit by articulating the lines of argument, analysis, or explanation, depending upon what you need for the type of paper you are writing. You can complicate the language and make the thesis more interesting

In this essay, I plan to (argue, defend, explain, demonstrate, analyze) that ____________________ because (1)_______________, (2)_________, and (3)_______________. 
When this formula is applied to the sample working thesis previously stated, it becomes: 

In this essay, I plan to argue that the use of public school vouchers should be encouraged by the federal government because public schools will be forced to improve if they have to compete for students, because students should be able to have access to the best education possible, no matter where they live, and because the future of our country depends on quality education.
The bottom line is, keep your options open—develop a working thesis and then an explicit thesis to guide you, but allow yourself the freedom to write the type of thesis that’s right for your writing assignment. Think of the thesis statement as an umbrella shielding your whole paper. If a portion of your paper falls outside the umbrella, either cut it out or extend the breadth of your umbrella. 

� 1.214 Sterling C. Evans Library ¶ College Station, Texas 77843-5000 ¶ (979) 458-1455 voice ¶ (979) 458-1466 fax ¶ http://writingcenter.tamu.edu





