2/17/2011

AP students:
Please complete this organized brainstorm for the synthesis packet you received yesterday (about advertising).   These are the directions from the front side of your pink handout (which you should still have). FOLLOW directions 1-4 as if you are going to write the essay. REMEMBER this is practice for a test in which you have approximately 1 hour to read the sources, plan, and write the essay. This is meant as practice to help you move quickly and methodically through the process.
	When answering the synthesis question, you must follow these steps (although not always in this order) 

1.   Determine what the question on the front of the packet is asking.

2.   Quickly read and analyze the sources.  Suggestion: read or skim through once, then go back and annotate, look for the main points, look at how you could use each piece. You may write in the packets.

· where the is author “coming from” (or, in Lang lingo, assess the ethos of the author)

· what the salient points of the source are (again, in Lang lingo, the logos)

· how the source could be used to answer the prompt

3.   Write a thesis or decide what your argument will be. You may not argue the positive points of two different sides of an argument; you must make a stand and support it using the texts included.  Suggestion: plan your essay with a short brainstorm!
4.   Use at least three of the sources to support your argument. 


On your brainstorm organizer – 

There are directions on the organizer if you need clarification
1. In the top space, write the topic: the effects of advertising

2. In the second space, write your thesis statement or what you think you will prove in your essay. Remember your statement may be more than one sentence.

3. Each column represents one paragraph of the body of your essay. In the first section of each of the columns, brainstorm what information, argument, or evidence you will put in each paragraph to make your argument work.

a.  There are five (5) columns ( therefore you have space for 5 paragraphs besides the intro and conclusion. If you need more, feel free to use the back of the paper. 

b. I suggest that you use more than 3 paragraphs in the body of your essay.  

c. On the back side of this page is the outline format from the first semester final, in case you believe that might help you organize. 

4. In the second section of each column list the evidence and supporting details from the articles that you will use to support your ideas.
a. MAKE SURE YOU INCLUDE WHERE THE INFORMATION COMES FROM – in  parenthetical citations at the end of excerpts/quotations lifted directly from the articles, at the end of paragraphs that contain summarized or paraphrased information, or  in the text by saying something like “according to source A” or “in the Red Cross advertisement.” 

b. Try to include at least three details from sources

c. Remember DON’T separate the sources into paragraphs, try to mix the information together (synthesize).

5. On the back of the organizer, write the initial paragraph for your potential essay. 

6. If you have questions about the synthesis essay process, please write them down so we can follow up on Wednesday.
Argument Outline – from 1st semester final 2010-11
Intro: Start with something to grab the reader’s interest.  You want the AP reader to go, wow, this is a good one.   (Ex. image, quote, rhetorical quest.).  Define issue.  Give background info.  Transition into YOUR claim.

Body 1:     

Give your 2nd strongest piece of evidence.

Include how your evidence fits into your subclaim/claim.  Refute the opposition.  Consider any concessions*.  (Include fact/stat’s/anecdote/analogy/opinion/authority/causal relationship/shared beliefs).   Use logos/ethos/pathos. End w/trans. 

Body 2:     

Give your 3rd strongest piece of evidence.

Include how your evidence fits into your subclaim/claim.  Refute the opposition.  Consider any concessions*.  (Include fact/stat’s/anecdote/analogy/opinion/ authority/causal relationship/shared beliefs).   Use logos/ethos/pathos. End w/trans.

Body 3:     

Give your absolute strongest piece of evidence.

Include how your evidence fits into your subclaim/claim.  Refute the opposition.  Consider any concessions*.  (Include fact/stat’s/anecdote/analogy/opinion/ authority/causal relationship/shared beliefs).   Use logos/ethos/pathos. End w/trans.

Conclusion:

Restate YOUR claim.  Revisit image/hook from intro.   Do you/can you urge any action to be taken?   Finish strong.

* Try and include some concessions in your argument; this makes it more PERSUASIVE!

