October 18, 2010

AP Lang class,
The agenda for today:

I. Nickel and Dimed Journal Assignment

Please have the substitute stamp your Nickel and Dimed journals with the date stamp. You may keep them until tomorrow once they’re stamped. 

II. Superman and Me Revision

I have provided you with all of my notes/corrections from your Superman and Me essays on the back of this paper.  Today I would like you to read through your own essay again, looking for places where you might make changes or corrections. If you have no *s in the margins of your paper, congratulations! In that case, one of the major things I noticed was that many of your essays would benefit from narrative or snapshots. Please refer to your notes and to our discussion yesterday and choose two places where you could add snapshots.

Next type your essays, making corrections and adding a snapshot or two (or add to them if they’re already typed.) This essay will become part of your AP writing portfolio.

 If you believe that your paper is fine the way that it is, then just make sure it’s typed and you have access to it from the school computers either through your email or flash drive. Remember; do not get rid of any drafts. I will ask for all past drafts each time you turn in a new one.
We’ll be writing Superman and other pieces of creative and non-creative writing for the rest of this week.

III.          Next, look up the Voice of Democracy website: http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VODWinnerScript2010(1).pdf to see last year’s winning essay. Try to guess what elements might have made this a first place essay. Tomorrow we’ll talk about the assignment, the winning essay from 2009-10 and your essay. You are welcome to use time in this class to work on I understand that you are working on these essays in your history class. 
IV.  If you’re finished with all other options: 

Please work on reading Nickel and Dimed.  Remember the distinction between “personal” reading and “critical” reading, and try to look at the book and your quotes and journals through both lenses.
Superman and Me Papers

All papers were interesting to read, had beginning, middle, end, exemplification and/or narrative. Here are some examples of wonderful stylistic choices I saw in your writing:

· Good use of repetition

· Circular ending (where the ending comes right back to where the paper started, or to the idea that the paper started with)

· Dialogue

· Images

In most cases the problems in papers are not identified, instead the line is marked with a * in the margin. Please check this list against your *s if you can’t figure out what I marked.

I marked:

· Appositives that were  not  punctuated like appositives

· Places where you should have used I instead of me and vice versa

· There is vs. there are

· Sentence fragments

· Starting sentences with “and” or  “but”

· Lay vs. lie

· Affect vs. effect

· Soft/Weak introductions (not starred) –not  a strong intro, or two paragraphs worth of introduction

· ROS = run on sentences

· Use of  unnecessary apostrophe

· Using unidentifiable pronouns (can’t tell who she/he/they are or what It is)

· To vs. too

· Your vs. you’re

· Frag = sentence fragment (missing subject or predicate/verb)

· make sure you proofread

