Synthesis Practice
When answering the synthesis question, you must follow these steps (although not always in this order) 
1.   Determine what the question is asking.

2.   Quickly read and analyze the sources: 

· where the is author “coming from” (or, in Lang lingo, assess the ethos of the author)
· what the salient points of the source are (again, in Lang lingo, the logos)

· how the source could be used to answer the prompt
3.   Write a thesis or decide what your argument will be. You may not argue the positive points of two different sides of an argument; you must make a stand and support it using the texts included.

4.   Use at least three of the sources to support your argument. 

See other side ↓

Complete the following for each of the seven sources provided to you. These may be lists rather than complete sentences, as long as your ideas are obvious. You will most likely want to write on your own paper.

Source ___ (Author)

· Subject. What is the topic of the article or image? Use observation rather than evaluation.

· Audience. What is the source of the article or image? If you’re not familiar with the source (magazine, newspaper, etc.) then you may look it up or ask your classmates or the teacher. Is it a conservative source? A liberal source? Is it a journal meant for a specific audience (i.e. Teacher Magazine)?

· Speaker. Who is the speaker? What is his or her attitude about the issue?

· Purpose. What is the purpose or message of the article or image? Is the message biased? Unbiased? Is it meant to be an opinion piece? News?

· Support.  What are the important points made by the source? (this  may be a bulleted list)
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