Advanced Placement Language and Composition is a college level reading and writing class.  Our syllabus has been submitted to, and approved by, the College Board, “a not-for-profit membership association whose mission is to connect students to college success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board is composed of more than 5,700 schools, colleges, universities and other educational organizations. Each year, the College Board serves seven million students and their parents, 23,000 high schools, and 3,800 colleges…
” Throughout the year we will be reading material that is used at the college level; material that deals with controversial subjects; material that may take work to comprehend. 
Summer 2010 Reading assignment

Due on the second day of class fall semester 2010-2011
Book: The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride

Assignment: Complete on a loose-leaf page for your book. Include the following:

Side one: author (last name, first name); title (remember to underline); date you started reading; date you finished reading. Also copy a short quotation from the book which impressed you. Put quotation marks around it and give the page number in parentheses.

Side two: 
Part I: In three/four carefully constructed sentences, indicate the theme(s) or the author’s purpose in writing the book. 
Part II: In three or more carefully constructed sentences, write out your personal reactions to the book.

Bring in these pages and your book* on the second day of instruction. A timed writing assignment will be given within the first week that will test your close reading skills and your ability to write about literature.
Also: Please Purchase** The Art of Styling Sentences.4th Ed. Sullivan, Ann, and K.D. Longknife. We will use it to study and practice grammar and writing strategies. It’s available both new online and through local bookstores, or used online [image: image1.png]The Art of
Styling
Sentences

Fourth/Edition






If you are interested in reading other books recommended to college-bound students, see the list on the following website for “College Board” recommendations:

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/boost-your-skills/23628.html 
� Collegeboard.com





*You do not need to purchase this book. Ask the friendly folks at the Salida Regional Library to “interlibrary loan” it for you, if they don’t have a copy. Please plan ahead, you need to have read the book by the time we begin school!!

**If you cannot purchase The Art of Styling Sentences, please talk with me in advance to make other arrangements.

Assignment adapted from http://www.mrtadeja.com/Summer_Reading_04-05.pdf

