

AP Language and Composition 





Independent Novel /Book Seminar
Purpose: This is an example of self-directed learning. The seminar will give you the opportunity to decide the pace and focus of your group’s reading and discussion. Time will be given in class to allow your group the chance to sit down and plan out not only the amount of reading per session, but also discuss the material and ideas that stem from the reading. Seminar units encompass independent work, group projects, and oral presentations, culminating in a final group presentation.
The goal is to give you an opportunity to read a book of your choice from a designated list and use the skills you’ve acquired through your schooling to analyze and make meaning from the text.
Time: this is a 9 day unit; 6 (partial) days are allotted for you to work through the book, 1 (partial day) for you to plan your culminating project, and 2 additional days are allotted for final presentations. It is assumed that individual, group, and class activities must lead progressively through the book. This means that homework assignments and group activities will show changes throughout the book. Each assignment must incorporate a new understanding that is gained as more and more of the book is read.

Requirements:

Choosing a book
You will choose a book from the list. Read through the descriptions, look at the books, and then decide which book you are interested in reading. Your group will be comprised of students who have also chosen to read the same book; group size will likely range from 4 to 7 students. Although there are group projects, each individual will be held accountable for all assignments.

Reading Schedule

The books within each unit will be of varying lengths. On Day 1 your group will be expected to establish a reading schedule. You must make arrangements to get a copy of the book by this meeting. At this time your group will also fill out log sheets noting the page numbers that you will read each night. You must be finished reading the book by Day 6. When establishing your reading schedule, please keep in mind other commitments and other class assignments. For example you may want to move more reading to the weekends to accommodate a busy weekday schedule. However, some amount of reading must be assigned each day so that you will have new ideas to consider and discuss at the next class meeting.

Individual Homework Assignments

You are responsible for completing nine daily homework assignments. These assignments will help you work through the book, give you a foundation for group discussion, and provide proof of your working through the book. Assignments will be collected on Days two through ten and receive homework credit. You must select nine different homework assignments from the Homework Options list. The top of your paper for each homework assignment should have the following information:

Your name: ____________

Today’s date: ____________

Word Count in assignment:____
Title of Book: ____________

Assignment Number: ____________
Name of Task: ____________

Page Numbers Covered: ____________

Daily Group Discussions

On Day 1, your group is expected to review the handouts titled Guidelines for Small Group Literary Discussions. In reading this handout, members of your group should become aware of what it takes to be an effective member of a literary discussion group. You will be expected to model the elements on that handout throughout this unit.

A portion of each day will be set aside for your group to discuss the assigned reading.  During this time, you should consider sharing homework assignments completed the night before, questions you have about the reading, ideas that sparked an interest, connections that you found and other pertinent topics. It is suggested that your discussions periodically cover the basic literary elements such as plot, character, tone, theme, setting, etc. (For more ideas please see the handout entitled Guidelines for Small Group Literary Discussions.)

At the end of each discussion, you must complete a log sheet covering major points and issues discussed. The purpose of the loge sheets is to document daily discussions for future reference. These log sheets may be graded.

Group Projects
Class Activities/Presentations
Throughout the unit, your group will be required to present ideas orally. These presentations may take the form of fishbowls, mini book talks, discussion circles, etc.  The presentations will not be announced ahead of time, so you need to come to class each day prepared to discuss the reading. Your group will be called upon at least once, possibly twice, to demonstrate progress in group discussion. As other groups present, the rest of the students will be expected to fill out feedback forms about the nature and effectiveness of the discussion. 

Final Presentations
Your group will present a final project during the last three days of the unit. On Day 5, your group must submit a proposal detailing your presentation. The project should be interesting, unique, creative synthesis of your book. The presentation must somehow incorporate an overview of the plot (or the content of the book), themes, deeper meaning, characterization and character development (this happens even in non-fiction), images, symbols, style, setting, audience, speaker, purpose, ethos, pathos, logos, and other details pertinent to the message of the book.  You will likely need to use a variety of presentation modes in order to incorporate these required elements. You may want to go back to the individual or group projects that you have created and find a way to incorporate them into your presentation. To liven up your performance time of 20 minutes, you may want to share a scene through any one of the following methods: dramatization, video, acting, movie clips, Reader’s Theater, talk shows, panel discussions, or social issues commentary. No matter what mode you choose, the performance should flow together. Be sure your group practices the presentation, using note cards and other methods to ensure an organized delivery. For presentation criteria, see the Final Presentation Rubric. 

Homework Options List – you may complete each option only once; don’t forget the proper heading!
1. Create a Home Page (Web-based)
Select one character or the author/speaker and design a home page for them, picking out an appropriate background and pictures and then creating information that would tell a viewer about your character. Also, create links to at least five different sites that you think your character or the speaker would be interested in. Then write up and post on the page a 300 word explanation of how you made the decisions you did and what you believe this tells us about the character/speaker.
2. Word Collage

Write the title of the book in the center of a sheet of paper. Then look through magazines for words, phrases, and sentences that illustrate or tell something about your book. As you look, think in terms of the theme, setting, plot line, as well as characters. Work to get fifty such words, phrases, or sentences so the whole sheet of paper will be covered. The visual impact of the collage should tell a potential reader a lot about the book, and looking back at the collage, you should be able to remember what was going on during that portion of the reading, and how you, as a reader, felt. Include the page numbers that the collage covers.
3. Character Connection*
In the book you are reading, which character do you relate to the most? Why? What characteristics do you share? What differences do you share? Write a short paper addressing these questions and any others that you feel are important in comparing you and your chosen character. Minimum 600 words.
4. Letter Exchange 
For a novel, create a letter exchange between a character and the author. For a non-fiction piece, create a letter exchange between the audience and the speaker. The (2) letters should expose the main issues in the section you read, digging deeper than superficial plot events.
5. Reflective Letter

Write a self-reflective letter “written” by one character about what the character learned about himself, others, and life. For example, for the book The Color of Water, you might write a letter from one of the people James hung out with on the street corner, exploring what his/her life was like, or what he or she thought after seeing or reading McBride’s book.
6. Create a Quiz*
Create a quiz and answer key for the chapters that you are currently reading in the novel/book. (You will want to refer to the question types handout you were given earlier in the course so that the questions address a variety of thinking levels.) Think about such questions as: What events in the chapter(s) are important? What key facts would students need to know in order to understand the novel/book and continue reading? Which type of quiz would be best in asserting the reader’s knowledge? What mix of questions would be appropriate (multiple choice, short answer, essay)? Your quiz must have a minimum of ten questions, typed and include a one-paragraph paper explaining why you chose the type of quiz you created, and what the questions address. On a second copy of your quiz, write an answer key.
7. Critique from the Point of View of a Specific Organization 
Select an organization that might have a lot to say about the actions or portrayals of characters in the novel/book you read, and write a critique of the book from its point of view. For example the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals might have a lot to say about Lennie’s treatment of animals in Of Mice and Men, The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People on the portrayal of Crooks, and the National Organization of Women on the portrayal of Curley’s wife and the fact that she was never given a name.

8. Heroes and Superheroes
Select two or three people your character or narrator (speaker/author) would think of as a hero or superhero. Describe the characteristics of the hero and why those characteristics would be important to your character/speaker. Also describe which characteristics your character/speaker would most want for himself/herself that the hero or superhero possesses.
9. Current Events(
What current events are connected to the important issues, events or ideas that are presented in your book? Are there similarities? Read through the newspaper to see where there are parallels between your reading and the present day. Look for major themes, issues, or events that you can tie to your book. Clip two different articles that you found that demonstrate the connection. Glue each article onto a 9” by 11” piece of paper. Include a description of how you see the article relating to your reading. What is the significance of your article? Does reading the article give you a deeper understanding, or a new perspective, of what you are reading? Explain.

10. Talk to the Author
Write a letter to the author of the book explaining to him or her why you think he or she wrote the book and what he or she was trying to show through the book. Be sure to explain what you got out of the book. Minimum 300 words.
11. Word test 
Think of fifteen words that are essential to the understanding of the book. Explain why you picked the words you did and how you would define them in terms of the story. This can be written in two column format, or in list format. Include page or section numbers where the vocabulary appears or is critical knowledge.

12. Found Poem(
Select a section from the book that you consider powerful or interesting. Then select words, lines, and phrases that you think project strong images and show the impact the section makes on the reader/audience. Arrange this material into a poem. Write the poem on nice paper, pay close attention to the format and presentation. Write the page numbers that the information came from. The following example comes from Chapter Twenty in Spite Fences by Trudy Krisher (1994, Delacorte):
Violence at the Lunch Counter Sit-in
Fist slammed into George

Hardy’s face

Glasses slid to his chin

Shattered into a spider’s web.

River of red blood

Running from his nose.

It was the red color of the fence

The red color of the earth

on which I stood

It was red

The color of my life this summer

The color of Kinship.

13. Monologue
Select an event in the story that characters (or audience members) have different views on. (For instance, Willie in Crazy Horse Electric Game, his girl friend, his mom, dad, and friends all had different views on his running away.) Then write up two or three characters’ (or audience members’) opinions on the same event in the form of monologue (one person talking to him or herself). Three monologues, approximately 200 words each.
14. Point of View Column
Write an opinion column like those that appear on the editorial page of the newspaper. Choose a theme or topic from the book/novel and write the column from the point of view of one of the characters or of the speaker. Your character/speaker might write about the importance of education or why we should accept people who are not like us. 250-300 words.
15. New Acquaintances
Select one character, or the speaker in your book. Then think about three people, living or dead, that you would like your character/speaker to meet. Write about how you selected these new acquaintances and what you’d like the character/speaker to learn from the people you introduced him or her to. For instance, after reading The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle you might want Charlotte to meet Sojourner Truth so she can see other women who do important work, Madame Curie who worked in a field not many women ever entered, and so on.
16. Timeline*
Choose 6-10 major events that occur in the reading that you have completed. Put these events in order of appearance in the book, or in chronological order. Plot the events on a timeline as you would for a history class, labeling axes for clarification. Draw pictures or symbols to represent these events.

17. Post-It Notes*
Take notes on the section you are reading using post-it notes. As you read, write down on a Post-It note anything that catches your attention or that you think might be important. Stick this in the book next to the passage. You might want to color-code your notes: yellow for characters/character development, pink for diction/syntax, green for theme, etc.
18.  Book Choices for Character or Author
Select a character (if you’ve read a novel) and then choose five books for him or her, thinking about what he or she might like and also what you think they need to know more about. Scan library shelves, the Internet, or use the library’s computer card file. Why did you select the nonfiction books you did? What do you hope your character will like about or get out of the fiction? **If you’re reading non-fiction, choose five books for either the author/speaker, or a character in the book. Make sure you connect your choices to the text.
19. Open Mind*
Complete the Open Mind handout. Write the names of your character (or the speaker) at the top of the paper. Inside the outline of the head, draw symbols and/or pictures, write phrases from the text. All of these should illustrate the speaker or character’s thoughts, motivations, what his or her priorities are, or how the speaker or character perceives him/herself.
20. Dialectical Journal or Double-Entry Notes*
In the left column, copy a quotation that catches your attention. (Include page numbers of quotations.) In the right column, analyze, respond, and connect to the quotation. Make sure you entries go beneath the surface. Don’t simply paraphrase the quote. Explain what you think is significant. Minimum of 5 entries.

