AP Language and Composition – Spring 2010



Independent Novel Seminar Book Options 
Things Fall Apart. Achebe. 
Set in Nigeria, it’s about the tragic demise of an Ibo man named Okonkwo. Initially, Okonkwo rises from humble origins to become a powerful leader in Umuofia, a rural village in southeastern Nigeria. In a broader sense, Achebe sets this story about Okonkwo at the end of the nineteenth century, when Europeans first began colonizing this region of Nigeria on a large scale. By so doing, Achebe establishes a parallel between Okonkwo's personal tragedy and colonialism's tragic destruction of native African cultures.
Farenheit 451. Bradbury. 
Guy Montag is a fireman who burns books in a futuristic American city. In Montag’s world, firemen start fires rather than putting them out. The people in this society do not read books, enjoy nature, spend time by themselves, think independently, or have meaningful conversations. Instead, they drive very fast, watch excessive amounts of television on wall-size sets, and listen to the radio on “Seashell Radio” sets attached to their ears.

Invisible Man. Ellison. 
As Ellison’s nameless protagonist journeys from the Deep South to Harlem, New York, the young black man experiences racial bigotry and learns what life is like as an “invisible” man.

In Cold Blood. Capote. In Cold Blood by Truman Capote is a nonfiction book about a murder, and the events that lead to catching the killers.

As I Lay Dying. Faulkner. 
The book is told in stream of consciousness writing style by 15 different narrators in 59 chapters. It is the story of the death of Addie Bundren and her family's quest—noble or selfish—to honor her wish to be buried in the town of Jefferson.

The Great Gatsby. Fitzgerald.  
One of Fitzgerald’s most famous novels, it highlights the American Jazz age, aftereffects of  the great war, the effects of prohibition, and the nature of “high society” in America during the time period. It’s set in 1922 and follows the narrator, a Midwesterner who has moved to New York to begin a new career, his cousin Daisy, and her husband Tom. 
A Lesson Before Dying. Gaines. 
A story of two African-American men scrabbling to attain their manhood in a deeply prejudiced community. Jefferson, a young man with an undersized education, witnesses a fatal shooting between a white store owner and two black purloiners. He is convicted of the murder of the three men and sentenced to death. During his trial, Jefferson’s defense attorney calls him a “hog,” claiming he is less than human and therefore should not be killed. Jefferson’s distraught godmother, Miss Emma, asks Grant Wiggins, the local school teacher, to “make Jefferson a man” before he dies.
Catch 22. Heller. 
The novel, set during the later stages of World War II from 1943 onwards, has a distinctive non-chronological style where events are described from different characters' points of view and out of sequence so that the time line develops along with the plot. The novel follows Yossarian, a U.S. Army Air Forces B-25 bombardier, and a number of other characters. Most events occur while the airmen of the fictional Fighting 256th (or "two to the fighting eighth power") Squadron are based on the island of Pianosa, in the Mediterranean Sea west of Italy.

All the Pretty Horses. McCarthy. 
All the Pretty Horses begins with the 1949 funeral of John Grady Cole's grandfather. With his death, John Grady's mother will sell their Texas ranch and move away. There is nothing left in Texas for John Grady, who loves the ranch and idealizes the cowboy's way of life. Only sixteen years old, John Grady runs away from home with his friend Rawlins. On horseback, they head toward the Mexican border, leading the idyllic, storybook life of migrant cowboys. They are joined by a younger boy, the sensitive and stubborn Jimmy Blevins. Together, the three cross over the Rio Grande into Mexico.

The Jungle. Sinclair. 
Lured away from Lithuania by promises of work, the Rudkus family has arrived in the Back of the Yards neighborhood of Chicago, Illinois at the end of the 19th century, only to find that their dreams of a decent life are not likely to be realized. Jurgis has brought his father Antanas, his fiancée Ona, her stepmother Teta Elzbieta, Teta Elzbieta's brother Jonas and her six children, and Ona's cousin Marija Berczynskas come along. From the beginning, they have to make compromises and concessions to survive.

The Grapes of Wrath. Steinbeck. 
This is a very touching, and descriptive story of how life was like during the depression, and more specifically during the dust bowl. Moving west to California seemed like a good idea to many farmers but things were worse than ever. The Grapes of Wrath tells the specific story of the Joad family in order to illustrate the hardship and oppression suffered by migrant laborers during the Great Depression.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Stowe. 
Harriet Beecher Stowe first published her groundbreaking novel Uncle Tom's Cabin in 1852 as an outcry against slavery after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act. The book sold more copies than any book other than the Bible and caused Abraham Lincoln to exclaim upon meeting her, during the Civil War, "So you're the little woman who wrote the book that started this great war!"

Slaughterhouse Five. Vonnegut. 
Unstuck in time, Billy Pilgrim, Vonnegut's shattered survivor of the Dresden bombing, relives his life over and over again under the gaze of aliens; he comes at last to some understanding of the human comedy.
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