Identity: Exploratory Writing

Take some time to think and write about what makes you who you are.  Is there a circumstance, an experience, or a series of experiences that helped to shape you in a fundamental way?  (Keep in mind that these may be positive and/or negative experiences.)  It may be helpful to think of specific moments when you have been aware of yourself as “different,” or of situations where you have not fit in. 

Describe these experiences in detail.  In what ways have they fundamentally influenced the way you understand yourself?   

Homework:

How have you seen your experience/identity represented or misrepresented in the media? (News, films, advertisements, TV shows, articles.) 

How do you interpret the media’s representation of your experience?  What parts of it are accurate?  What parts do you find incomplete or inaccurate?

Bring in an example of the media representation of your experience.  Be ready to share it and your response to it with the class. 

