Body Rituals of the Nacirema: QUESTIONS

1. Summarize the Nacirema’s view of the body and illness.

2. What are the most important values of the Nacirema?

3. How do members of this society exemplify their power and wealth?

4. Why is the mouth so important to these people?

5. Based on the body rituals, would you rather be a man or a woman in this society?

6. How is wealth necessary in regard to the latipso ceremonies? Is this fair?

7. Do you think that the Nacirema are more or less advanced than our own society?

8. Who are the Nacirema? How do you think the Nacirema from almost 50 years ago [when the article was written] are the same as the Nacirema of today? Different?
9. Define “ethnocentrism.”
10. How could ethnocentrism affect your reading of this story?

11. What does this article tell us about fieldworking (Anthropological studies “in the field”?
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