Ethnography Project Rubric

Ethnographer:







Topic:
	Category
	Excellent 

90-100%
	Good/Proficient 70% - 89%
	Fair /Needs Work
50%-69%

	Question Formation and Analysis (50)
· Poses concise, central question(s);

· Challenges and develops analysis based on the question. 
· analysis of information: not just reporting what you see, but explaining what it means in relation to society at large, to you, to your peers  (ex: how did reading “House for the Homeless” change your perspective on homeless people or homeless shelters?)

	
	
	

	Planning and Process (50)
· evidence of proposal and plan – either followed or altered – included in product
· all notes, interviews, etc. included in product
	
	
	

	Style and Structure (100)
· Creative representation of data (incl. creative writing, images, collage, etc.)

· Multiple representations of different data (both primary and secondary) in product (multiple writings, multiple visuals)
· Project shows thorough, thoughtful representation of research data and findings, as well as interaction between research and researcher
· Project synthesizes primary source data (every idea isn’t listed independently of other ideas)
· Readers can distinguish between writer’s ideas and those from sources with clear transitions between/among the ideas and citations.
· Glossary of language specific to social group included in product/writing
	
	
	

	Research Methods (150)
· strong evidence of all research components in writing/product
· use of secondary sources
· works cited page included in product
	
	
	

	Conventions (50)
· follows conventions of standard written English (i.e. spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
	Mistakes do not affect reading/viewing; few mistakes (45-50)
	Mistakes do not affect reading/viewing more than once; few mistakes (35-44)
	Mistakes affect reading/viewing; many mistakes; proofreading not obvious. (25-34)

	Comments:

Keeping the above categories in mind, please indicate three strengths of the project.

Keeping the above categories in mind, please indicate three limitations of the project.




What to include in your Ethnography Presentation:

Introduction
· Background information on your topic (secondary research will come into play here)  

· For example: If you are studying a sport, how did it originate?  How has it evolved?  Are there professional teams?

· What is your subculture like?  Why would you consider them a subculture? Tell your audience as if they know nothing about this subculture.

· Location.  Where does this group hang out/congregate?

Research Questions
· Did you answer your research questions?  What did you find out? Were your assumptions correct?


Research Methods

· Primary Research: Interviews and Observations

· Secondary Research: What articles, books, did you read about your subject?

· Annotated Bibliography: Cite your sources and say why they are credible sources as well as what information you got from them.

Research

· Unspoken laws of the subculture 

· How members interact, members’ characteristics 

· How members reacted to your presence

· Groups that exist within the subculture

· Artifacts from the subculture 

· What patterns did you see when observing and interviewing?

     Conclusion
· Were your assumptions correct? Was your hypothesis correct? Did it change? How?

· What did you learn about yourself, culture in general, and subcultures?

Examples of writing you might use to convey your research ideas:
	Writing 
	Purpose of the writing – what it conveys to the audience

	Don’t Judge a Book by Its Cover Essay


	Demonstrates how you’ve judged/made assumptions, and how research may have altered your perceptions and/or helped the way that you think about other humans grow or change.



	How Artifacts Reveal Subcultures 
	Describe how the artifacts you’ve observed/collected symbolize or show characteristics of the subculture. 


	Unwritten Rules 
	A fun piece, including a list, that explores the unspoken or unwritten rules of the subculture you studied.



	Niemeyer’s Chart of Symbols 


	Another fun piece: visually represent important elements, characteristics, artifacts, etc. of the group you researched.



	You Should Know Descriptive Essay(s)


	Describe the characteristics of an average member of the subculture you studied.


	Compare and Contrast Essay (can be used as an introduction or a conclusion)


	Describe the differences and similarities between you / your subculture(s) and the people in the subculture you studied.



