Essay Prompt
People around the world still produce and stage this play, as was stated in the article that we read before reading the play. As you write, consider what elements of the play make it relevant now, even this long after the Red Scare and Salem Witch Trials. Your paper should reflect what you know of the context within which Miller wrote, his purpose in writing the play, and the possible purposes people have for staging the play in current times.
DIRECTIONS: Choose one of the following prompts and write an argument essay with a beginning, middle, and end. No matter which prompt you choose, make sure that you use quotes from the text to support your claim, and use analysis to prove your claim (your main argument).  
· What do you believe is the most important theme[footnoteRef:2] in The Crucible?  Explain and support your choice using details from the play.  [2:  Examples of Possible Universal Themes –check your anticipation guide for other ideas (remember, you must write your theme in a complete thought rather than a few words.)
Unwavering systems of thought will always prove tragic.
The truth doesn’t always beat a lie.
Honesty and integrity are stronger than any attempt to break them down 
Fear and suspicion are contagious and can produce hysteria that destroys public order and rationality.

] 

· Who do you believe the most important character in the play is? How do his or her actions and conflicts reflect theme?
· What message does the play send today? Connect the theme/message with current events or with other readings and support your ideas with details from the play (and other sources.)
REQUIREMENTS
· There is no word requirement, but I’d recommend that you have at least 4 paragraphs.
· Type, double-space, use a heading 
· Turn your paper in through turnitin.com by the due date (see website for date)

· Make one main “claim” in answer to the prompt
· Demonstrate analytical thinking
· Support your thinking using quotes and explanation of the quotes as proof
· Include an intro, with thesis or topic sentence (claim)
· Include a conclusion

· AP  Argument Rubric will be used for grading
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