Identity, Experience and Representation

We have talked about some of the ways that people identify and represent themselves and the ways that people are identified and represented by others.  

Language and images can be used to represent the same person, group, or situation in a variety of ways, often in vastly different ways than those being represented think of themselves.

The work of paper two will be to examine some aspect of your identity closely.  This can be an experience, a set of beliefs, an activity, a behavior, a physical or mental characteristic, or a way you have been classified or choose to classify yourself.

This assignment asks you to analyze part of your identity and then to focus on the ways that this aspect of your identity is represented or constructed by others through current research (scholarly articles found on the College Library Databases) and popular culture (films, advertisements, television shows, print and online media etc.). 

Critique these sources by comparing them with your own experiences.  

The purpose of this paper is to both engage with current claims made about your identity by others and to add to the discussion by analyzing your own experience.  What do these representations get right?  Where are they inaccurate or incomplete?  What insight can you add to give a more accurate representation of your experience than what a reader would get by simply relying on these sources alone?
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