	Approaches to Reading

	When you read, you can read in two central modes:    

CRITICAL:

Critical reading is reading is reading with the HEAD, like a SCIENTIST. It requires that you put the writing under a microscope, observe its structure and inner workings, consider how the writer has designed it to achieve a variety of effects. Where and how is the writer making effective use of personification? What is the writing’s central theme? What contrast is created by the first and second paragraphs? How is the writer making effective use of consonance? These are all critical questions of the scientist.

Critical reading is centered on the meaning of the words and how they’re combined in the writing, whether it is a piece of fiction, non-fiction, or a poem.

PERSONAL:

Personal reading is reading with the HEART, like a HUMAN. This is when you connect the writing to your own inner thoughts, feelings, and experiences. These can be triggered by the whole work or just a part of it – there is no need to account for or explain the entire ‘meaning’ of the writing. This type of reading is highly individual, because you and your set of experiences are completely unique in the universe and nobody can crawl inside your head to see and feel what you see and feel. That said, sharing your personal connections to the text can open up windows of understanding and connection for others. What did you think about when you read this? How did it make you feel? How does it connect to your life and experiences? These are all questions that lead to a personal reading of the text.

Personal reading is centered on your responses to the writing.

These approaches are different, but can work hand in hand. Your critical understanding of the piece of writing can certainly enhance you appreciation of it and your experience; your personal response to the piece of writing can intrigue you and make you more curious about the way it’s constructed. English classes tend to emphasize the critical end of things; in order to broaden your experience of writing, literature, poetry, and non-fiction; you will have the opportunity to work with both types of reading.


