Crafting a Literary Thesis

Definitions	The word thesis derives from the Greek word tithenai (to put). The American Heritage Dictionary lists seven different meanings, the most relevant of which are:
1. A proposition that is maintained by argument. 
2. A dissertation advancing an original point of view as a result of research, especially as a requirement for an academic degree. 
3. A hypothetical proposition, especially one put forth without proof.

Variations	Some people use the word thesis as a synonym for these words: claim, proposition, assertion, proposal, statement, position, theory, argument, controlling idea, main idea. It’s important to keep in mind that a thesis is a declarative statement.

Some distinguish between a stated thesis and an implied thesis; the first is a declarative sentence, the second is woven throughout the introduction but never reduced down to a formal statement. Some use the term working thesis to refer to a “tentative” assertion that will evolve as the writer explores the subject, but will help focus the writer’s thinking about the topic. In the New St. Martin’s Handbook, Lunsford and Connors identify two parts to a working thesis: the topic part, which states the topic, and a comment part, which makes an important point about the topic.

Elements	A thesis has several essential qualities. It is:
· Interesting to your audience (i.e., important, original, insightful)
· Specific but not too specific 
· Manageable because it is limited
· General instead of factual (but not too general!)
· Supportable (i.e., there are many interesting aspects to the subject of the essay that the writer can support with appropriate evidence)
· Clear, concise, and correct.
· Ethical: You argue your point in good faith, with integrity and sincerity.

Types	Rhetoricians identify several types of theses, which they generally state as questions:
· Questions of fact: Is it x?
· Questions of definition: What is x?
· Questions of quality: What kind is x? Or: How good, beautiful, ethical is x? 
· Questions of probability: What will x do (how will it behave)?
· Questions of value: How important is x?
· Questions of policy: What should x do? Or: What should we do with x?

I suggest the following four types of argument:
· Meaning (what x means)
· Value (what x is worth or why x is important)
· Truth (what x really is or did)
· Action (what x should do or what should be done about x)
Drafting a
Thesis
1. Nora, Jocasta, and Antigone are overlooked by the majority in their attempt to transcend the barriers their society had set for them.
2. The majority overlook Nora, Jocasta, and Antigone in their attempt to transcend the barriers their society had set for them.
3. Nora, Jocasta, and Antigone transcend the barriers their society had set for them.
4. Nora, Jocasta, and Antigone each defy social conventions in order to gain control over their own destiny. 
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