AP/IB In-Class ESSAY RUBRIC
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Well-Written

Demonstrates Competence

	CONVENTIONS
· Major grammar problems

· “I”
· “obviously,” 2nd person (“you”)


	CONVENTIONS
· Weak writing: substantial lapses in use of diction, syntax; many mechanical errors

· Colloquial diction

· “I,” “obviously,” 2nd person (“you”)
	CONVENTIONS
· Shows some strengths and some weaknesses in conventions, diction, syntax, mechanics
	CONVENTIONS
· Few lapses in diction, syntax
	CONVENTIONS
· Few lapses in diction, syntax


	CONVENTIONS
· Strong command of diction, syntax

· Mature in style and vocabulary


	CONVENTIONS
· Strong command of diction, syntax

Mature in style and vocabulary

	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· No organization; helter skelter
· THESIS difficult to find, not supported
· Off topic

· Substantial misinterpretation or misreading

· Inaccuracies
· 0 sense of completion


	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· Weak organization: lacks focus OR summary that rarely addresses prompt
· THESIS difficult to pin down

· doesn’t answer questions  or prompt
· Immature focus / topic (“get the reader’s attention)
· 0 sense of completion (abrupt)
	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· Rigid organization—limits development of ideas
· Linear organization
· THESIS Limited (often 3 parts-like 5¶essay)
· Doesn’t answer questions  or prompt
· Summary conclusion


	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· Organized if not always sharply focused

· Linear organization 
· THESIS limited or only implied –not supported or not tied to general intent of question
· Implicitly answers questions
· more than summary conclusion attempted
	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· Organized if not always sharply focused

· Implicitly answers questions

· Clear or implied thesis—tied to general intent of question

· Sense of completion
	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· Focused organization to address question (strong THESIS/intro which answers question)

· Explicitly answers question
· Sense of completion

	ORGANIZATION/FOCUS

· Focused organization to address question (strong THESIS/intro which answers question)

· Explicitly answers question
· Sense of completion


	ANALYSIS

· 0 analysis

· Soap Box lecture

· Argues against writer’s own position

· Defines terms (EX: diction, syntax, ethos, etc.)

	ANALYSIS

· Lists/Labels (zero analysis)

· Limited task (EX: Only analyzes diction) “once over lightly”

· Proving the obvious

· Weak/flawed interpretation
·  Implied analysis, but inadequate


	ANALYSIS

· Laborious (step by step analysis)

· “Once over lightly”


	ANALYSIS

· Less difficult concepts (e.g. diction, syntax, organization of argument rather than POV or meaning)
· Clear analysis of work (may contain less balanced use of generalization and specific support, or minor misinterpretations)
	ANALYSIS

· Attempts more difficult organization or analysis tasks
· Clear analysis of work (may contain less balanced use of generalization and specific support, or minor misinterpretations)


	ANALYSIS

· Analysis attempts more challenging concepts (i.e. figurative lang.,  organization, pacing, rhetorical tools: speaker, types of argument, diction, syntax, style, etc., 

· Perceptive analysis of work moving back and forth from generalizations to support with specific details
	ANALYSIS

· Analysis attempts more challenging concepts (i.e. figurative lang.,  organization, pacing, rhetorical tools: speaker, types of argument, fallacies, ethos, etc., 

· Perceptive analysis of work moving back and forth from generalizations to support with specific details

	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT
· Repeats teacher lecture/source info

· Summary

· Too brief

· Writing doesn’t communicate


	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT

· Paraphrasing or quoting long passages

· Poor analogies

· Clichés (EX:“makes you stop and wonder”)

·  (truisms)

· Pointless allusion
	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT
· Inconsistent, but adequate
· paraphrasing/quoting long passages

· generalizations 
· Occasional insight


	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT
· Adequate

· Less balanced use of  generalization and specific support but includes both

· Occasional insight


	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT

· More fluid in style

· specific support –generalization  (if used) is specific

· Often one  section well developed (student affected by time)
· Sections are insightful
	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT

· Tight link to support (text references) to author’s intent

· Insightful


	SUPPORT/OVERALL IMPACT

· Tight link to support (text references) to author’s intent

· Mature beginning

· Takes risks—always under control

· Writing dances with ideas and insights


