Instructor: Ms. Kate Clark		Advanced Placement Language Syllabus (Handbook) –2013-14
        kclark@salidaschools.org 
        719-530-5438
        http://worddivas.yolasite.com

AP language is a “skills-based” class rather than a “content-based” class. Because of this, it will look and feel different from many, if not all, of the classes you’ve taken so far in high school. The class is designed to replicate a first-year college composition class. Much of our time will be spent on writing (drafting), critical thinking, and reading strategies. We will read a wide variety of works: predominantly non-fiction written in the past 200 years, but also fiction, poetry, commentary, news, narrative non-fiction, etc. .  I expect college-level work; therefore, you will have to put in more effort than in other English classes.  It is up to you to make the commitment. There may be times in this class when you feel like you’re moving backwards as a reader or a writer; as in any learning process, that’s natural, expect to feel that way. It is unusual to start out with A’s.  If you don’t feel as if you’re improving, take the initiative to let me know. I care whether you learn, but I can’t read your mind. As in any other course, the instructor cannot help you if she or he is unaware there is a problem; self advocacy is an important strategy for success in learning and in the workplace.
Skills we’ll focus on
The ability to synthesize, analyze, and construct arguments, the basics of “rhetoric” (AKA the art of communication, or “style”) critical reading and questioning skills, and (note taking, organization, pacing, writing process, learning vocabulary). More detailed examples follow:

See the online copy of the syllabus for more detail about skills and standards

Readings
This class will be reading material on a variety of contemporary topics (animal rights, prayer in the schools, morality, mass media, sexism in language, etc.) as well as classical literature. One of the main purposes of the A.P. Language and Composition curriculum and testing materials is to provide students with a better awareness of the contemporary world. If you feel you are unable to deal with mature and controversial topics in an adult-like, scholarly manner, this class is probably not for you. You may not like an author’s opinions or analysis of a particular topic, you may dislike their writing style, you may disagree with their tone or word choice, but you can still analyze their writing and reasoning without changing your own values system.

 Participation Expectations
Listening skills are as important as reading, thinking, and writing skills. In order to do well in class, every one of us must be prepared to listen to the other members of class. As in the reading, you may disagree with an opinion, tone, or word choice, but each person’s contributions must be both respectful of others, and respected by others. If you believe that you are being treated unfairly, or we hear a few voices more than the others, you’re welcome to mention it to me before or after class or by email. 

The workload in this course is challenging.  Therefore, students are expected to be present, punctual, and prepared for class each day.  There will be homework for this class which will include reading, writing, and research.  Often this work will involve long-term reading and writing assignments, so effective time management is important.  


Projects
We will at times be working on multiple projects at once. The projects or assignments will focus on developing the same skills, but in different ways. For example: during much of second semester we will be working on an ethnography project. During both semesters you will complete an independent reading book – in collaboration with a group of students who have chosen the same book.  We will work on these projects while also completing daily and weekly assignments. Other projects that will be completed as homework may include:  independent book reading and projects, an argument speech presentation and outline/write-up, a photo-essay presentation and write-up, an ethnography research project, a song-parody, rhetorical jounals.
On-Going Assignments – we don’t do all of them at once, and they are specific to our unit of study
Vocabulary and vocabulary tests
Article of the Week – reflections, analysis of specific rhetorical elements of current events articles
Dialectic notes – will be completed for many of the readings in class
Rhetorical Journal (vocabulary) — will be completed using vocabulary throughout the year
Blogging – may be completed for some of the readings in class
Writer’s Notebook – written impromptu lessons that will occur at the start of the period. 
Major writing assignments
We will explore modes of writing including: description, narration, compare and contrast, and cause and effect. Major writing assignments will be revised and workshopped through conferences with peers and teacher – multiple drafts with revision will be required. 
Research is another strong component of the writing portion of the course. You will learn to correctly and concisely use research skills and properly cite sources using the Modern Language Association’s guidelines.
***All writing assignments, except in-class essays, must be handed in through email and turnitin.com. ***
Heading
All assignments must contain this heading at the top right hand corner of your paper, even assignments turned in electronically (by email or through turnitin.com):
Your name
Date assignment is turned in
Class and period
Assignment title

Assignment and Email Etiquette
 One of the major foci of the class is communication: whether in writing, through visuals, or orally, therefore I will expect you to push yourself to communicate with me. Please make sure that you communicate confusion, successes, frustration, or questions with me. I am available after school, and before school or during some lunch periods by appointment. 
 You will be required to have an email address for this class and you may contact me using email.  Each email “subject” must contain your name. If you attach or email an assignment, the name of the assignment also needs to be in the subject of the email.  For example: Kit Barton Argument Outline #1 or  D Alloy question about ____.
Grading
· All major assignments and in-class writings will be graded using a rubric or expectations checklist.
· Assignments are weighted during each quarter:
· 50%  	Writing and Major Projects
· 25%	Homework and Class work
· 25%	Tests


· First Semester grading:
· 45% 	First quarter
· 45% 	Second quarter
· 10%	First semester final
· Second semester we will have a final project, which will be included in the grade for fourth quarter. 
· 50% 	Third Quarter
· 50%	Fourth Quarter

Rewrites and Revisions
If you find that a grade you received on a paper is low, you may take the opportunity to rewrite the paper to increase your final grade on the paper by as much as ten percentage points. The paper must be resubmitted four school days after it was returned, even if I do not see you during one or several of the four days.  You must conference with me to be eligible for a rewrite.  You may rewrite all papers in the first quarter, two papers in the second quarter, one paper in the third quarter and no papers in the fourth quarter.

When you submit your rewrite, submit it in the following order: rubric with instructor feedback, original turnitin.com receipt, original paper, new turnitin.com receipt, rewrite, and a reflection on the initial grade and what you changed in your paper and why.  The paper must also be resubmitted to turnitin.com.  This policy does not apply to your ethnography paper or your argument speech and outline.

Absences
Let me know in advance if you know you will be absent. You are responsible for checking the website or the makeup work notebook and basket for handouts. Missed work and Makeup work must be handed in on time, see Student handbook for more information. Long term assignments will not be accepted after due dates.

Late Work
We will follow the school policy of a day for a day for excused absences (see “make-up work” below), otherwise, late work will not be accepted except in extreme cases. If you believe that you have an extreme case, and should be allowed to turn in late work, you must confer with me in a timely manner.  In the case of accepted late work:  For each day an assignment is late 10% will be subtracted from the final grade. After 5 days, work will no longer be accepted. 

Make-up Work
Any Absence: You are expected to keep up with class work and homework during absences, using class website.
Excused Absence: As the school policy states: students have a day for a day. If absence is more than two days, see me to set up a schedule for due dates.
· Make-up work may be found at the class website and in the class notebook by the door. 1) Check the notebook first, then look in the basket for handouts; 2) check with a classmate; 3) check with me last so as not to interrupt class. 
· You must make arrangements to make up tests or quizzes. (Before/after school within two days of absence)
· For athletic or school activity absences, students must notify teacher and collect assignments/work ahead of time. Student must be prepared to hand in work on time.
· Long-term Assignments: Make-up work policy does not apply to work due at the close of a grading period or for long term assignments (i.e. book reports, projects, etc.).  In these cases, late work will not be accepted.
Unexcused Absence: Work may not be made up if absence is unexcused.
· Contact me by email or telephone if you have questions or in case of emergency.

Academic Integrity
According to dictionary.com, plagiarism is “taking someone’s words or ideas as if they were your own;” this includes writing, music, visual images and ideas. It is a serious, real-world issue; it is illegal, and can lead to receiving a zero on an assignment, suspension, or expulsion from school, disqualification from National Honor Society, honor roll, or from an academic letter. See the student handbook.  If you are tempted to take short-cuts through plagiarism or use of Sparknotes or Cliffsnotes, this class may not be a good fit for you. 


FIRST SEMESTER UNITS AND MAJOR ASSESSMENTS (units and assignments may change)
Introduction to Rhetoric………………………………………………………………………………………..Test, project
Descriptive & Narrative Writing Seminar……..……………………………………………………… Descriptive/Narrative Essay
Introduction to Style………………………………………………………………………………………………Test
Grammar Plus……………………………………………………………………………………………………….Test & Superman Revision
The Literature and History Connection – The Crucible…………………………………………..Test, in-class essay (compare/contrast)
Argument………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Test, in-class essay
Synthesis………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..in-class essay, project
Literary Exploration Accountability Project (LEAP)…………………………………………………Project-written and oral
Rhetorical Journal: Vocabulary study……………………………………………………………………..Collage notebook

SECOND SEMESTER UNITS AND ASSESSMENTS
Rhetorical Journal: Vocabulary study……………………………………………………………………..Collage notebook
Ethnography project – primary and secondary research, multi-genre writings……. Project: written, visual, oral
Can You See it Now?-Visual Literacy (tbd[footnoteRef:2])..……………………………………………………………Visual and Expository essay [2:  TBD: to be determined] 

Argue This!-Argument Speech……………………………………………………………………………….Speech and Formal Outline
Who Says? -Speeches/Politics (tbd).…………………………………………………………………….Test
Satire/Parody………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Essay/Project
Description vs. Definition Writing Seminar (tbd)…………………………………………………..Essays
Othello…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Test, in-class essay
Second Semester Final ………….………………………………………………………………………………Project-written and oral
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