Instructor: Ms. Kate Clark

Advanced Placement Language Syllabus (Handbook) –2012-2013
        kclark@salida.k12.co.us
        719-530-5438

        http://worddivas.yolasite.com

AP language is a “skills-based” class rather than a “content-based” class. Because of this, it will look and feel different from many, if not all, of the classes you’ve taken so far in high school. The class is designed to replicate a first-year college composition class. Much of our time will be spent on writing (drafting), critical thinking, and reading strategies. We will read a wide variety of works: predominantly non-fiction written in the past 200 years, but also fiction, poetry, commentary, news, narrative non-fiction, etc. .  I expect college-level work; therefore, you will have to put in more effort than in other English classes.  It is up to you to make the commitment. There may be times in this class when you feel like you’re moving backwards as a reader or a writer; as in any learning process, that’s natural, expect to feel that way. It is unusual to start out with A’s.  If you don’t feel as if you’re improving, take the initiative to let me know. I care whether you learn, but I can’t read your mind. As in any other course, the instructor cannot help you if she or he is unaware there is a problem; self advocacy is an important strategy for success in learning and in the workplace.

Skills we’ll focus on
The ability to synthesize, analyze, and construct arguments, the basics of “rhetoric” (AKA the art of communication, or “style”) critical reading and questioning skills, and (note taking, organization, pacing, writing process, learning vocabulary). More detailed examples follow:

A study of “style” includes:
· a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively;

· a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination;

· logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis;

· a balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and

· an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure.

By the end of the course, students will be able to:
· analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;

· apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

· create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience;
· write for a variety of purposes;

· produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations, and clear transitions; demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;

· demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources;

· move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review;
· write thoughtfully about their own process of composition;

· revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience;
· analyze image as text; and

· evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers.
Texts

The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric.  

Description:  College handbook on argument, research, visual analysis, grammar and usage, composition, and media.

Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, 9th Ed. 

Description:  College reader that focuses on different modes of writing

Plays/Novels/Non-fiction – you may be expected to purchase some of your texts. Texts subject to change
	Read as a class:

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed.
McBride, James. The Color of Water.

Miller, Arthur.  The Crucible.

Shakespeare, William. Othello.
Dave Eggars. Zeitoun.
Antigone


	Independent Non-Fiction:

Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood.
Dillard, Annie . An American Childhood. 
Fadiman, Anne. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall  Down.
Gladwell, Malcolm. Outliers: the story of success. 

Griffin, John Howard. Black Like Me.
Hong Kingston, Maxine. The Woman Warrior.

Kidder, Tracy. Mountains Beyond Mountains.
Larson, Erik.The Devil in the White City. 
Mailer, Norman. Armies of the Night
McCourt, Frank. Angela’s Ashes.
Rose, Mike. Lives on the Boundary. 
Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation.
Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.
Wright, Richard. Black Boy.

X, Malcolm. The Autobiography of  Malcolm X. 

	Independent Fiction:
Bradbury, Ray.  Fahrenheit 451.

Faulkner, William.  As I Lay Dying.

Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby.

Heller, Joseph. Catch 22.

McCarthy, Cormac. All the Pretty Horses.

Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse 5.
	


Readings

It is important that you understand this class will be reading material on a variety of contemporary topics (animal rights, prayer in the schools, morality, mass media, sexism in language, etc.) as well as classical literature. One of the main purposes of the A.P. Language and Composition curriculum and testing materials is to provide students with a better awareness of the contemporary world. If you feel you are unable to deal with mature and controversial topics in an adult-like, scholarly manner, this class is probably not for you. You may not like an author’s opinions or analysis of a particular topic, you may dislike their writing style, you may disagree with their tone or word choice, but you can still analyze their writing and reasoning without changing your own values system.

 Participation Expectations

Listening skills are as important as reading, thinking, and writing skills. In order to do well in class, every one of us must be prepared to listen to the other members of class. As in the reading, you may disagree with an opinion, tone, or word choice, but each person’s contributions must be both respectful of others, and respected by others. If you believe that you are being treated unfairly, or we hear a few voices more than the others, you’re welcome to mention it to me before or after class or by email. 

The workload in this course is challenging.  Therefore, students are expected to be present, punctual, and prepared for class each day.  There will be homework for this class which will include reading, writing, and research.  Often this work will involve long-term reading and writing assignments, so effective time management is important.  
Projects

We will at times be working on multiple projects at once. The projects or assignments will focus on developing the same skills, but in different ways. For example: during much of second semester we will be working on an ethnography project. During both semesters you will complete an independent reading book – in collaboration with a group of students who have chosen the same book.  We will work on these projects while also completing daily and weekly assignments. Other projects that will be completed as homework may include:  independent book reading and projects, an argument speech presentation and outline/write-up, a photo-essay presentation and write-up, an ethnography research project, a song-parody, rhetorical jounals.

On-Going Assignments – we don’t do all of them at once, and they are specific to our unit of study
Vocabulary and vocabulary tests

Article of the Week – reflections, analysis of specific rhetorical elements of current events articles

Dialectic notes – will be completed for many of the readings in class

Rhetorical Journal (vocabulary) — will be completed using vocabulary throughout the year
Blogging – may be completed for some of the readings in class

Writer’s Notebook – written impromptu lessons that will occur at the start of the period. The writing may include reflections about reading, experiments with style, genre, and mode, answering questions, analyzing other writing, responding to questions about texts you have read in which you must challenge, defend, or qualify information or your opinion, free writes about given topics. Topics and exercises will be drawn from Voice Lessons, Natalie Goldberg’s books, political cartoons, flash fiction, and other appropriate sources.

Major writing assignments
Major writing assignments include exposition, analysis, argument, and synthesis essays.  We will explore modes of writing including: description, narration, compare and contrast, and cause and effect. In-class writing exercises, vocabulary development activities, the study of sentence structures, and peer and teacher writing conferences will help you further develop writing abilities.  Major writing assignments will be revised and workshopped through conferences with peers and teacher – multiple drafts with revision will be required. 

Research is another strong component of the writing portion of the course. You will learn to correctly and concisely use research skills and properly cite sources using the Modern Language Association’s guidelines.

***All writing assignments, except in-class essays, must be handed in through email and turnitin.com. ***
Talking about Writing

Students will participate in writing conferences with the instructor approximately once per quarter, usually during each major piece, and will maintain a writing portfolio that includes reflective evaluations (when required) by the student along with all drafts of each paper.   Most major projects and papers will include some writing time in class, although most writing will be completed as homework. In class writing will include pre-writing, drafting, mini-lessons and experimentation with new modes or styles.  Some papers will require revision with peer and teacher guidance, examining rhetorical elements of the paper, documentation, organization, and the amount of concrete detail versus commentary provided by the student.  I will make comments on drafts, but will only include short notes about final drafts and in-class essays during the first semester.  

The AP Test
You will have the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement test, designed by the College Board, the same folks who design and implement the ACT. Scores on this test range from 1 to 5, and a score of 3 or higher is considered “passing.” Many colleges and universities will accept a passing AP test score in exchange for college credit, but in order to be certain, you must check with each school’s admissions or counseling office.

Practice with AP style writing prompts and multiple choice questions will help prepare you for the AP English Language and Composition Test in May.  The AP English Language test has a 60-minute multiple choice section with questions based on several reading passages and a 2 hour and 15 minute free response section (3 essays).  The test requires you to demonstrate your ability to read closely mostly for content, author’s purpose, structure, or style and that you think critically and write well.  All students are encouraged to take the test.

You are not required to take the test, but I acknowledge that much of the class is directed toward the skills Professors believe you’ll need at the University level, and skills that you will see on the AP exam. Regardless of whether you choose to take the test or not, you’ll be participating in test preparation.

On the class website, you will find a link to the College Board site which gives much more information about the test, its objectives and scoring system. There are also many articles that illuminate the benefits of taking an Advanced Placement course.  

Heading

All assignments must contain this heading at the top right hand corner of your paper, even assignments turned in electronically (by email or through turnitin.com):

Your name

Date assignment is turned in

Class and period

Assignment title

Assignment and Email Etiquette

 One of the major foci of the class is communication: whether in writing, through visuals, or orally, therefore I will expect you to push yourself to communicate with me. Please make sure that you communicate confusion, successes, frustration, or questions with me. I am available after school, and before school or during some lunch periods by appointment. 

 You will be required to have an email address for this class and you may contact me using email.  Each email “subject” must contain your name. If you attach or email an assignment, the name of the assignment also needs to be in the subject of the email.  For example: Kit Barton Argument Outline #1 or  D Alloy question about ____.
Grading

· All major assignments and in-class writings will be graded using a rubric or expectations checklist.
· Assignments are weighted during each quarter:

· 50%  
Writing and Major Projects

· 25%
Homework and Class work

· 25%
Tests

· First Semester grading:

· 45% 
First quarter

· 45% 
Second quarter

· 10%
First semester final
· Second semester we will have a final project, which will be included in the grade for fourth quarter. 

· 50% 
Third Quarter

· 50%
Fourth Quarter

Rewrites and Revisions

If you find that a grade you received on a paper is low, you may take the opportunity to rewrite the paper to increase your final grade on the paper by as much as ten percentage points. The paper must be resubmitted four school days after it was returned, even if I do not see you during one or several of the four days.  You must conference with me to be eligible for a rewrite.  You may rewrite all papers in the first quarter, two papers in the second quarter, one paper in the third quarter and no papers in the fourth quarter.

When you submit your rewrite, submit it in the following order: rubric with instructor feedback, original turnitin.com receipt, original paper, new turnitin.com receipt, rewrite, and a reflection on the initial grade and what you changed in your paper and why.  The paper must also be resubmitted to turnitin.com.  This policy does not apply to your ethnography paper or your argument speech and outline.

Absences

Let me know in advance if you know you will be absent. You are responsible for checking the website or the makeup work notebook and basket for handouts. Missed work and Makeup work must be handed in on time, see Student handbook for more information. Long term assignments will not be accepted after due dates.

Late Work

We will follow the school policy of a day for a day for excused absences (see “make-up work” below), otherwise, late work will not be accepted except in extreme cases. If you believe that you have an extreme case, and should be allowed to turn in late work, you must confer with me in a timely manner.  In the case of accepted late work:  For each day an assignment is late 10% will be subtracted from the final grade. After 5 days, work will no longer be accepted. 

Make-up Work

Any Absence: You are expected to keep up with class work and homework during absences, using class website.

Excused Absence: As the school policy states: students have a day for a day. If absence is more than two days, see me to set up a schedule for due dates.
· Make-up work may be found at the class website and in the class notebook by the door. 1) Check the notebook first, then look in the basket for handouts; 2) check with a classmate; 3) check with me last so as not to interrupt class. 

· You must make arrangements to make up tests or quizzes. (Before/after school within two days of absence)
· For athletic or school activity absences, students must notify teacher and collect assignments/work ahead of time. Student must be prepared to hand in work on time.
· Long-term Assignments: Make-up work policy does not apply to work due at the close of a grading period or for long term assignments (i.e. book reports, projects, etc.).  In these cases, late work will not be accepted.

Unexcused Absence: Work may not be made up if absence is unexcused.
· Contact me by email or telephone if you have questions or in case of emergency.

Plagiarism
According to dictionary.com, plagiarism is “taking someone’s words or ideas as if they were your own;” this includes writing, music, visual images and ideas. It is a serious, real-world issue; it is illegal, and can lead to receiving a zero on an assignment, suspension, or expulsion from school, disqualification from National Honor Society, honor roll, or from an academic letter. See the student handbook.  If you are tempted to take short-cuts through plagiarism or use of sparknotes or cliffsnotes, this class may not be a good fit for you. 
FIRST SEMESTER UNITS AND MAJOR ASSESSMENTS (units and assignments may change)
Introduction to Rhetoric………………………………………………………………………………………..Test, project
Descriptive & Narrative Writing Seminar……..……………………………………………………… Descriptive/Narrative Essay
Introduction to Style………………………………………………………………………………………………Test
Grammar Plus……………………………………………………………………………………………………….Test & Superman Revision
The Literature and History Connection – The Crucible…………………………………………..Test, in-class essay (compare/contrast)
Argument………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Test, in-class essay
Synthesis………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..in-class essay, project
Literary Exploration Accountability Project (LEAP)…………………………………………………Project-written and oral

Rhetorical Journal: Vocabulary study……………………………………………………………………..Collage notebook
SECOND SEMESTER UNITS AND ASSESSMENTS
Rhetorical Journal: Vocabulary study……………………………………………………………………..Collage notebook
Ethnography project – primary and secondary research, multi-genre writings……. Project: written, visual, oral

Can You See it Now?-Visual Literacy (tbd
)..……………………………………………………………Visual and Expository essay

Argue This!-Argument Speech……………………………………………………………………………….Speech and Formal Outline

Who Says? -Speeches/Politics (tbd).…………………………………………………………………….Test

Satire/Parody………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Essay/Project

Description vs. Definition Writing Seminar (tbd)…………………………………………………..Essays
Othello…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Test, in-class essay

Second Semester Final ………….………………………………………………………………………………Project-written and oral

Teacher Resources

The AP Vertical Teams Guide for English.

Dean, Nancy.  Voice Lessons:  Classroom Activities to Teach Diction, Detail, Imagery, Syntax and Tone.

Goldberg, Natalie. Old Friend from Far Away.

Kuhn, Robert. AP Institute handouts, summer 2009.

Lunsford, Andrea, and John Ruskiewicz. Everything’s an Argument, 3rd Ed.
Raymond, James C.  Moves Writers Make.
Waddell, Marie, Robert Esch, and Roberta Walker. The Art of Styling Sentences: 20 Patterns for Success.

The History Place – www.historyplace.com
American Rhetoric – www.americanrhetoric.com
( These are the goals set by the College Board 








� TBD: to be determined
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